[The Ogilvie syndrome. Review of literature and report of 2 cases].
Two cases of pseudo-obstruction of the colon (Ogilvie's syndrome) are presented. Increasing abdominal distension and the pain suggested surgical treatment for both patients. The operation showed in the first case a marked dilatation of the transverse colon and sigmoid, in the second the dilatation of the ascending and transverse colon, without any distal obstruction. Enterotomy was performed only in the first case, as the diameter of the colon was more then 10 cm. The authors, by review of the literature and their own experience, propose a critical revision of the syndrome, discussing the physiopathology of the rising disease.